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“Living in the Light – Part 2”      Text – Ephesians 5:7-14       OT Reading – Psalm 92

Congregation of the Lord Jesus Christ,
Many of you will be familiar with Corrie ten Boom, a Dutch woman who has written, extensively, about the struggles of her family during World-War II.  
Well, she tells the story of a time when the family was in real financial distress.  
Her father was a watchmaker, and obviously there was not much work to be had during those times as many had no way of being able to pay for work.  Well, as Corrie was watching her father work, she saw a wealthy man come into her father’s store and purchase an expensive watch, which he paid for.  And this made Corrie very happy because she knew that there would now be some much needed food for the family.  
But as her father was wrapping the new watch, the man explained that he had decided to purchase the watch because he had taken his favourite old watch to the young watchmaker down the road, who hadn’t been able to fix it.  
Well, Mr ten Boom asked to see the old watch, opened it, and saw that all it needed was a slight adjustment.  So he said the man, “There, that was a very little mistake.  It will be fine now.  Sir, I trust the young watchmaker.  Someday he will be just as good as his father.  So if you ever have a problem with one of his watches, come to me.  I’ll help you out.  Now I shall give you back your money and you return my watch.”  
Well, Corrie was horrified!  There went the money back into the man’s pocket and right out of the shop!  And so, she marched in and berated her father for letting all that money go.  

Now, what are you thinking right now?  
Are you, like Corrie, thinking that her father was something of a fool?  
What would you have done in that situation?  
As far as the man was concerned, his old watch could not be fixed and he was happy to buy a new one.  
And, you know that the old watch can be easily fixed, but he does not, and will likely never find out.  And, after all, it’s not your fault that the other guy missed that simple solution.  Plus, your family desperately needs food.

Thus, Corrie, who had thought all this through, was convinced that her father should have said nothing and just kept the money.  No harm done to anyone.

And what about her father’s reaction?  What does his reaction indicate?  
Well, even though it happened some years ago now, it’s possible that he acted as he did because he feared that this was some sort of Fair-go or Target setup.  You know, the type where TV journalists enter stores with hidden cameras to catch business people out.  
His reaction could have been driven by fear of getting caught out.  
Or, it could be driven by a sort of ‘treat other people as you would like them to treat you’ type of philosophy.  Life lived by the ‘golden rule’ as it were; a code that many people live by even if they are not Christians.

Well, I want you to listen now to how he responded to Corrie’s complaint to see what really motivated his reaction.  
Referring to the young watchmaker down the road, he said, “Corrie, what do you think that young man would have said when he heard that one of his good customers had gone to Mr. ten Boom?  Do you think the name of the Lord would be honoured?  
As for the money, trust the Lord, Corrie.  He owns the cattle on a thousand hills and He will take care of us.”
Well congregation, right there in that story, we have something of an ideal illustration of what the passage before us today is all about.  For there can be no other explanation for the actions of Mr ten Boom than that he desired to live as a child of the light.

And this is exactly what we are called to here in Ephesians 5:714.  For here in these verses, 
Paul reveals what it means to be a light-filled Christian living in a darkened world.  

Last week, as those of you who were present will recall, we looked at these verses in terms of the contrast that Paul makes between the light and the darkness in v8, and in terms of the command he makes in the rest of the passage.  
And we saw that the contrast in v8a is the centre of this passage.  There Paul says to believers, “You were once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord.”  
And we saw also that this is so, not because of us or anything we do, but solely because of the work of Jesus: “You are light IN THE LORD.”  

And then we went on to see the implications of this contrast.  Contrast brings with it a command.  

And last week we looked at the negative aspect of this command. 
We saw that because of who we are, we are not to have close friendships and partnerships with those who live in unbelief.  
Instead, we are to avoid the unfruitful deeds of darkness and expose them for what they are: Sin.  We are to focus the penetrating beam of the light of the gospel upon sin in the hope that sinners will be lead to conversion.

Well, today we come to the positive aspect of this command, in vv8-10.  Not the don’ts, but the do’s.

And we are going to do this by observing that the command is given, the command is illustrated, and the command is explained; our three points.

First of all, then, the command is given.

After stating the contrast in v8a, Paul says, “Live as children of light.”  

	Now, this type of command is nothing new here in Ephesians.  
	Five times already, this same Greek verb, translated most often as “live,” has been used to call these Ephesian Christians, as well as all believers, to live the Christian life in one way or another.  
	Again, Paul knows how hard of hearing we believers can be.  He knows the benefit of repetition.  And so, having begun this section by saying, “Do not live as the Gentiles do,” he now says, “Live as children of light.”


	And in terms of the command itself, I expect you young people might have heard a similar type of command from your parents from time to time.  “If you want to be treated like the adult you claim to be, you better start behaving like one!”  Sound familiar?  We are to live according to who we are.  
	Thus, Paul says, “You were once darkness, but now you are children of light.”  So, because of this, as a result of this, therefore, on account of this, “Live as children of light.”  

If you know Jesus who is the light, if you live in relationship with Him, if you know from what He has rescued you, if you know what He has earned for you, then, as Jesus Himself said, “Let your light shine before men, that they may see your good deeds and praise your Father in heaven.”

Well, how is this to be done then?  How do we live as children of light?  
Paul goes on to answer this with the parenthetical statement, the words in brackets, of v9.  
Having given the command, he now illustrates the command, our second point.

He says, “(For the fruit of the light consists in all goodness, righteousness and truth).”  

And any talk of fruit should immediately cause us to think of Jesus’ words in Matthew 7.  
There, He talks about good trees bearing good fruit and bad trees bearing bad fruit.  
And again, what that passage shows is that the fruit we bear is consistent with who we are.  It is not possible for a bad tree to produce good fruit, and vice versa.  “Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.  Thus, by their fruit you will recognize them.”

Well, the fruit that we ought to see in the lives of those who are “children of light” is “all goodness, righteousness, and truth.”
And as we look back to the verses that lead up to this one, notice that in v31, Paul urged believers to put away every form of malice.  I think it’s fair to say that the opposite of malice is “goodness.”  
In v30, Paul said, “Do not grieve the Holy Spirit.”  I think it’s fair to say that the opposite of grieving the Holy Spirit is “righteousness.”  
And in v25, Paul said, “Each of you must put off falsehood,” and then went on to demand truth speaking; the third ‘virtue’ in his list here in v8.  Malice, unrighteousness, and lying, then, are things that characterize those who live in darkness.  

But “the fruit of the light consists in all goodness, righteousness and truth.”  So let’s look at each of these three then.  
The word “goodness” is here used to convey the quality of the relationship you have with others.  It has in view a commitment to the kindness, compassion, and forgiving spirit mentioned in 4:32.  
Goodness does all it can to promote the happiness of others.  
Its ‘default setting,’ so to speak, seeks the well-being of others.  
Goodness is always concerned to relieve suffering where it exists, just as the Good Samaritan did.  
Goodness looks for hurt and sorrow and is drawn to help.  
Goodness gladly and willingly gives the benefit of the doubt.  
Goodness always assumes that others have higher motives than self.  
Goodness is generosity.  Goodness is sacrifice.  
Goodness constantly overlooks the wrongs of others.  

“Righteousness,” though, has more of a legal framework to it.  Righteousness has to do with obedience, and a desire to keep the law of God.  
Most of you will be familiar with a spirit level.  And for those of you who are not, a spirit level is a long, straight, measuring instrument that checks to see of things are level or perfectly upright. And it does this by using a bubble in liquid.  When you lay your spirit level on the thing you are measuring, if it is straight or upright, the bubble will be right in the centre of the two lines.  If it is not straight or upright, the bubble will be outside the two lines.  
Well righteousness is life lived right between the two lines.  
Righteousness means life that is straight or perfectly upright.  
In Romans 6, Paul says, “Just as you used to offer the parts of your body in slavery to impurity and to ever-increasing wickedness, so now offer them in slavery to righteousness.”  
Righteousness hates to breaks rules and laws.  
Righteousness desires, always, to be fair to others.  
Righteousness is concerned to obey those in authority.  
Righteousness hates every shade of immorality.  
Righteousness avoids every form of stealing.  
Righteousness respects the possessions of others and will not covet them.  
Righteousness is not just interested in the letter of the law, but also the spirit of the law.  
The righteous person is the principled person whose life is governed by the Word of God.  

And then “truth.”  
And truth we have already examined closely when we looked at 4:25.  
But generally speaking, Paul has been talking in these verses about the unfruitful deeds of darkness, and the shameful things that are done in secret, and those who try and deceive with empty words.  
So Paul does not just have in view here the telling of the truth, but a lifestyle that is characterized by honesty, openness, and daylight.  
A lifestyle that does not seek the cover of darkness, or hiding, or secrets, because it has nothing to hide or be embarrassed about; a transparent lifestyle.  
And so, if you are doing things that you would rather others did not find out about, you are not living the life of truth!  
Truth is above board.  Truth is sincere.  Truth is genuine.  

Is this you?  Is this the life that you live?  Are you a man or a woman or a boy or a girl of goodness, righteousness, and truth?  
Now, no one here will be able to say, “Yes!  Perfectly, and all of the time.”  Sin remains, and will do until Jesus comes again.  
But if you are light, you will be able to say, “Yes, imperfectly, but yes.  By God’s grace, I do see these fruits of light at work in me.”  

You see, that’s the beauty of fruit, brothers and sisters!  
Those of you with fruit trees at home will know that you don’t have a barren fruit tree one day, and leaves, blossoms, and ripe fruit the next!  Fruit is produced slowly.  Much time is needed for there to be fruit.  Much work needs to be done before the tree bears fruit.  
And when the fruit comes, no two pieces of fruit are exactly the same!  

And so, wait on the Lord, patiently, as He works to produce fruit in you.  And don’t compare your fruits with the fruit of others.  

Instead, as v9 goes on to tell us, “Find out what please the Lord.”  For here, not only is the command illustrated, it is also explained; our final point.

	And it is here that we cast our minds back to the story of Mr ten Boom at the beginning of the sermon.  
	For, having just seen that the fruit of the light is very much concerned with others, we are reminded here of the essential difference between the believer and the non-believer.  
	You see, you and I both know people who live in the darkness but who seem to be kind, generous, considerate, and honest people.  There are honest shopkeepers out there, who may behave just as Mr ten Boom did, but who are not Christians.  

And the ultimate difference between him and them, is not the way they relate horizontally, between men, but the way they relate vertically, towards God.  
	And it is the same for each of us.  
	For the person whose life, whose attitude, and whose works are done without any regard for the Lord at all, remains dead in sin and transgression.  
	Despite the outwardly ‘good’ appearance of what they do, they do not do anything that is truly good, truly righteous, and truly true.  
	And just in case you think this is a bit harsh, listen to the words of Psalm 14:1: “The fool says in his heart, "There is no God." They are corrupt, their deeds are vile; there is no one who does good.”    


	And that is why the key to this command is the words “in the Lord.”  For you and I are not light, fullstop.  We are light “in the Lord.”  
	And this means that if you think that you will be welcomed into heaven because you are a kind, gentle, good-natured, loving, and truth telling sort of a person, you are desperately mistaken.  

For having laid these three virtues before us as the fruit of the light, Paul lifts them out of the realm of general human kindness towards one another, by grounding them in a desire to please the Lord.  
	And perhaps no verse in the whole Bible speaks more clearly about what pleases the Lord than 1 John 3:23.  For there it says this of God, “And this is His command: to believe in the name of His Son, Jesus Christ, and to love one another as He commanded us.”  
	And the order of those two is critical.  Without the first, there is no second.  
	It is only through belief in Jesus Christ that we are enabled to “love one another as He commanded us.”


	So, again, is this your life, then?  Do you spend your days finding out what pleases the Lord?  
	If you are a child, I am sure you spend a lot of time finding out what pleases Mum and dad.  If you are a student, I am sure you spend a lot of time finding out what pleases your teacher.  If you are courting, I am sure you spend a lot of time finding out what pleases your boyfriend or girlfriend.  If you are an employee, I am sure you spend a lot of time finding out what pleases your boss.  If you are a husband or a wife, I am sure you spend a lot of time trying to please your husband or wife.  
	But you will not stand before any of them on Judgment Day.  
	In order then, for you to please others, truly, find out what pleases the Lord!  


	You know the Greek word for “find out” that Paul uses here is borrowed from the world of metallurgy.  
	Without the sophisticated electronic equipment that we have today, back then, if you wanted to work out what sort of metal you had dug up, you needed to “examine it” or “find out” what it was with acids and alkalis.  
	And eventually, as you followed this process of testing, you worked out exactly what sort of metal you had and also removed all the impurities that were initially attached to it.  


	Well, this is what we are to do with all of life.  
	Is this behaviour, or this thought, or are these words pleasing to God?  

And the only way to know whether it is or not is to (hold up the Bible)  read this, pray over this, study this, delight in this, here, at home, at district meetings, and using the library.  
	You see, God does not want us to be ignorant about how to please Him!  He has told us.  It’s all in here!  This is how and where we find out what pleases the Lord.  


	Well, finally then, and providentially, the same Greek Word that is translated here as “find out,” is also found in 1 Corinthians 11:28.  There it says, “A man ought to examine himself before he eats of the bread and drinks of the cup.” 


Are you living as children of light?  

Can you see the fruit of goodness, righteousness, and truth growing in your life?  

Are you finding out what pleases the Lord?  

If so, it is because you believe in the Lord Jesus Christ; the light of the world.  

Come then, to the table.  “For you were once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord.”

Amen.

